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Visit of Its President Has

Much Significance,

The Nicaraguan Canal Enterprise-Characterist- ics

of" the Country --Its Importance in
the Central American Group People and
Government.

The assembling of Congress and (lie
piospeet of important legislation and ex-

ecutive action with, reference to the Nicar-agua- n

canal has served to attract to
Washington an unusual number of dis-

tinguished citizens from Cen ral America.
The most important of cur visitors is
President Iglcsias, of Costa IJica. The
details of the mission upon which thN
gentleman came have not yet been
developed, but it is understood that the
business in hand referred largely to the
Isthmian canal and the relations of the
United States to the enterprise. AYhi'e
(he canal is expected to p ss. through
what has always been considered Nicar-agua- n

territory the Costa Rican Govern
ment claims that their boundary "line
passes dqjvn the center of the San Juan
River, which is to be used for canal pur-
poses.' "What other matters Don Iglcsias
lias on his mind will probably be de-
veloped in the course of the "Winter.
Don Iglesias left the city last week.

Costa Rica is the most southerly of the
Central American States, and in many
respects the most adanced. It is a sort
of irregular parallelogram lying between
Nicaragua on the one side and the United
Statesoi Colombia, in South America, on
the other side. :.nd thus may be termed
Hie ltninus republic. Its people are m
dependent and progresshe, as Spanish
Americans go, and so far have refused to
unite in the attempt to effect a federation
of Central American states, which has
been'under discussien and trial ai ar un
times, for several years. The recent dis-
solution of the United States of Centra
America through a reoution in San
Salvador seems to justify the refusal ci
Costa Rica to join, in the movement, as
being at this time premature and of doubt-
ful practicability. The ccuntry. having a
long coast upon both the Atlantic and
Pacific, enjoys a peculiarly advantageous
position so far as ocean commerce is con-
cerned, possessing one or two good har-
bors on the Atlantic side and quite a
number upon the Pacific coast.

Thepopulation of the country is mostly
white, consisting of about 250.0C0 people,
descendants of immigrants from Gallicia
in Spain. There are only about 4,000 of
the native Indians left, but the blacks
descended from vaiioos tribes imported to
the "West Indies originally from Africa are
luitcnumcious.

EDUCATION A XI) KAILHOADS.
The-pcop-

le of Costa Rica must be con-
sidered as standing Hgh al ove thoie of
the neighboring countries in regard to
morals and civilization. The mass of the
people are industrious, honest, tober,
clean, economical, obedient to the author-
ities and respectful to Ihe laws.

Costa Rica holds the first place of all
Latin-Americ- an nations in regard to pub-
lic instruction. In 18P3 there were 327
primary .schools with 21,913 enrolled pu-
pils, or 53 per cent, of all the children
of school age. There are 784 teachers, of
whom 337 are men and 417 women. Their
average monthly salary is 43 pesos. There
are.more teachers than soldiers.

Higher education is given in the Liceo
de Costa Rica and in the Colegio Su-
perior de Senoritas;also in" the Provincial
institute of Cartago, Alajuela and Here-di- a.

For the higher studies the Govern,
ment pays the expenses of 10 Costci
Ricans in foreign Universities and High
Schools.

Port Limon, on the Atlantic, and Pun-arena- s,

on the Pacific side, are the prin- -

TnE Jose, Costa JIica's
eipal porta. In 1896, 258 steamers and 41

ailing vessels entered Port Limon, and
152 vessels entered Puntarenas. There
are two railroads, the Atlantic and the
Pacific Railroads. The Atlantic line runs
from Port Limon westerly to Alajuela, a
distance of 115 mileb, and has important
branches. The Pacific Road runs from
Puntarenas 14 miles eastward to Lsparta.
It is owned by the Government, and in
1896 earned 18,48b.W pesos from freights
and 13,392.80 pesob from passengers.

Another railroad, on Government ac-
count, is under construction to connect
Snn .Jose with the Pacific coast, and a
million pesos are annually set aside for
the work.

A line of railway is projected to run
from Jimenez, en the Guapiles branch of
the Costa Rica Railway, 50 iniies from
Port Limon, to the mouth of the Rio Frio,
near its entrance into the Lake of Nicar-
agua. Such a railway would contribute
enormously to the development of North-
ern Costa Rica. The region traversed by
the line is highly fertile.

An important project contemplated bv
President Igiesias is a ship canal along
the coast line from Jlatina to the Color-
ado River, and on to the mouth of the
San Juan, a total distance of over (5
miles. This ship canal would open an
extensive banana region, as well as ex-
cellent lands for the cultivation of cacao
and rubber trees and many other tropical
plants.

SOME NATURAL PRO DUCTS.

The agricultural product of the country
is mainlv coffee. The crop of 1897 yielded
227,582 bags 132 pounds each. Most of
it went to England. Another important
product is the banana, of which 1,092,102
bunches were exported in 1690. The pro-
duction of sugar is about 20,000,C00 pounds
annually.

Rice of a very superior quality is grown,
two crops being obtained a year with very
little care and no irrigation. Reans and
corn are successfully grown everywhere
in the country.

The important agricultural districts arc,
besides the Central Highlands, which are
about 90 miles in length by 30 miles in
width, the great valleys of Salamanca,
SantJi Clara, Tortuguero, San Carlos, and
Rio Along the Pacific the great val-
ley of Tarraba and the plains of Folfo
Dulce and Guanacosla are fertile regions
which, if properly tilled, would offer ad-
vantages equal to the Central Highlands,
where nearly the entire populations of
Costa Rica is concentrated.

Considering the future oL Costa Rica
the of farm labor is of vital im-
portance. The few Indians are rapidly
decreasing. It looks as though the fertile
lowlands on the Atlantic and Pacific

ides, as well as those in the extensive
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and fruitful San Junn Valley, must be
turned over to the negro race as the only
one capable of vnduring so inhospitable
a climate. These regions are the richest
of all, and could sustain a large popula-
tion.

Costa Rica has vast pasture lands
splendidly adapted to cattle. It has very
nutritious forage plants, like arrocillo,
cola de venado,' zacate de guinea, zacatc
de castilla, zacate para, zacate ancate,
grama, guate, cana de azucar, gamalote,
sabanilla, teosinte, lengua .do, vaca,
gucimo, jengibnllo, plantanillo, etc. In
1S32 the number of the cattle in the
country numbered horses, 77,013;
sheep, 2,765; swine, G2,32S.

The total value of the natural, agricul-
tural and livestock products of the coun-
try is placed at 1.9,000,000 pesos.

IMPOIiTS AXD EXPOKTS.

Costa Rica's commercial movement in
1890 comprised S5, 597,727 gold, of exposit-
ions, and S4,74S,818 gold, of importations.

3 A'

Don lest as.
The wide-awak- e young of Republic of

The were made up of cof-

fee, bananas. l.Ci.lOl
bunches; valued at S0T0.072. !0; various
woods, 5485,s05; coin and oislier metal,
529,450.50, and various other commodities.

The imports during the san:' year con-

sisted largely of breustufis anil dairy pro-

duce, machinery, cor'on goodsl furniture,
wire, woolens, wines, drugs, .nd shoes.
This trade was divided as lolloivs I nited
States.Sl, 401,074.25 gold, Knglahd, S1.2G4,-S58.3- 3;

Germany SbS3,81(.e6, Prince, S378,-905.3- 5;

Cuba, 102,825.35, and oUier coun-
tries in diminishing quantities.

The customs duties rc on
gros vveirht generally amount to

20 to 25 per cenr. ad valori-m- . They
aie pti.l one-ha- lf .down and ope-ha- lf in
three months' time.

The revenue Of is" de-

rived custom house duties, revenue
stamps and stamped paper, liquor mo

or there
land, tax for registering property, etc.,

amounted in lfiSC to 7,435,010 pesos.
The foreign debt of 2,000,G00 sterling

Execctive in San Capital.

of

Frio.

question

contracted in Rngiand in 1871-7- 2 against
the will of the nation has been

to it. Lately an arrangement
was made under which the redemption

this debt will begin in 1H17 instead
of this year, and with 10,000 sterlingper year, instead of LO.0CO sterling.
Government authorized to uy itsown bond, for their immediate liquidation.

Tiie amouut of the in circula-
tion in valued in pesos, v. 3,820 --

40t of Costa Rica bank notes, 2,7G1 Na-
tional money, D.s.f.f.j) war-- c missionpaper money, J.500,010 coined silver money
300,000 coined jrod mof.ey total S 5,721, f37or 20.S pesos per capita of the population
of (osta llw:i. The Government hasagreed with the P.ink r.f Costa Rica to

parity between the gold cert if
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catcs and the notes. By the monetary
law of 1M1 parity was also established
with the actual silver peso. It was also
agreed that "colon de oro," the new gofel
coin, should correspond in intrinsic value
with standard of ratio.

In the contract with the Banco de Costa
Rica it was agreed thit the Government

i 000,000 do oro in pieces of 10
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colones in Costa Rica, and the Govern-
ment ordered, furthe more, a second emis-
sion of 400,000. es in pieces of 20
colones each'. It is further willing to coin
half a million more in the near future.
The Costa Rica Bank on the other hand,
is obliged to a amount
of its notes from circulation, and. later,
as soon as sufficient old can be put in
circulation, the exchange of bills is to be
made by this bank in gold instead of silver.

JIETIIODS
Costa Rica is

OF GOVERNMENT.

a republic, tne iioveni- -

ment of which is representative, the rep
resentatives being classmen, so mat one-Jia- lf

retires every two years.
Legislative powers are vested in a single

whose members arc chosen, one
for every S.C00 inhabitants, for a term of

years, by an electoral college. This
body assembles every year on May 1 for
a 60-da- vs session, which may be ex-

tended "for 30 days more. During the
intervals between sessions of Congress
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legislative power is represented by a board
of five commissioners appointed by Con-
gress. '

Judicial power is lodged in a Supreme
Court and in subordinate tribunals as
constituted by law. The judiciary is
changed every fcur years. Suffrage is re-

stricted to popular conventions, which
choose a limited r.uml er electors.
These meet in a body ailed the Electoral
Assemb.yand proceed to choose the Presi-
dent the Republic and the Congress-
men.

The Republic is divided into five prov-
inces and two c marcas or territories.
Both are divided into canfrnes, and the
can tones are subdivided into districts.
The- - territories are represented in Congress
in the same way as the pnivinces. Each
can tone has a municipal organization
ponu'arly ejected and a political chief
named by the President. In each of the

nopoly, tobacco, coffee tax, sale of public provinces territories is a Governor

and

dis-
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and a military commandant, also named
by the President, and a Judge of First
Instance, appointed by the , Supreme
Court.

All Costa Ricans between 18 and 50
years ef ago are obliged to do mi itary
service according to law. The army is
divided into two part?; the first includes,
under the head of active service, all sol-
diers from 18 to 10 years of age; the second
comprises ail the icst, under the head of
"reserve.'' There is a third division,
known as the National Guard, including
all citizens capable of shouldering arms
outside of the foregoing.

TIse Celebrated ors:s!a Anseri-a- m

Pianos and Org:ms.
"We nrc quite sure Hint our renders will linve

noticed that for ninny ye rstli nilverMsomcuts
of the above firm have appeared regularly jn
thte journal. W e are co Jidenr, therefore, that
It will be not at all out of plat c on our part if we
dhectyour spcei tl tittonii n to the advert

that appears in our present Issue, fn in
wh eh wq ohserv e that this enterprising firm are
moio gene ous than ever in giving the getter il
pnt.Jic the privilege of purchasing what are
really firt-chi- s Pianos anil Organs at phots
that ccm almost ridiculous taking' the qnalitv
ol the g .oils into consideration. .Messrs Cor-
nish & Company have been in InisineiS for near-
ly llfty ye are, and In spite of t'lis record and in
fepiieof the hundreds of thousands of Cornish
Americnu iano3 and Organs Hint have be n
sold during this t eriod there nrbtfJl people whothinkth.it tin pc instruments are not fnvt-cla- s
and high grade because they are snid at leasttitty per cent, client or than agents, dealers and
tnus es ores sell organs and pianos. The fiu-- t

is ollen lost sight o that thev aie the nnhi firm
of actual manufacturers nf lifth grade I'lnnm

itd Uraaim who eell exclusive u to the general
public al Jlnl crnt. The only pi ofit added to the
eo-- L of pio'.luction is the small one tint they
make thetnsclvo.; there are no branch estab to

keep up, everything issold o"n the now
well-know- n Cornish plan direct from factoru to
fam flu.

The' Ornish American Pianos and Organs are
irnnufacturcd in one of the Jinefct" and bestequipped factories in thi- - country.

Mei-srs. Cornihh & Company fnve certainlyplaced Hithlii the leaeh of everyone, no mutterhowhmnbie heir ireumstanees maybe, a first-eiiif- -s
musical instrument. There is a guarantee

that these instruuentsareof the lii-s- t qunlity.
Messrs. CoinMi Jc Company will furnish you

their hnndfeome catalogue ii'on request, and
tho-co- f our readers who do not want to pur-
chase at present would do well to secure thish.indHune souvenir, which we understand has
1 eon prepared at a very greit expense, andwinch describes all the Pianos and Organs man-
ufactured by this thoroughly reliable concern,
and gives valuable inlormntlon toall lovers ofmusic. A post il card to Cornish & Company.
N ashingtou, New Jen-ey-, will secure it.

A Characteristic Pastime in Costa Rica.

The Itoimut Catholic Church in the Islands.
Archbishop Clmpello, of New Orleans,but who officiated as a priest for manyyears in Washington, has returned from avisit to the Pope, with reference to reor-

ganizing the Roman Catholic Church inCuba and Porto Rico according to theAmerican way, and will immediately leavefor the Antilles to begin the work.

Ri..yjfr?-tj-; , M.
.V-.-.- .- 3,v6

"I)o Pnssonal Kekoileltshuns" or an Army
Cook The AVar Viewed from the Hoar.
Ef I did hah a peck ob trubbel while I

wuz in de ahmy, I aiso had a bushel ob
fun. But 1 used tub tink dat do flip
Majah had mo'n a bushel ob trubbei tub
a scant peck ob fun.

De Majah wuz mad a long time at Alis-tu- h

Jo fob kiliin dem sheep down at
Cuipepah Coahthouse, belongin tub de ole
rebel who wuz out gunnin for his grocer-
ies among ouah commissary-train- s, while
his darters wuz at home wid an
bambooz'in de Majah.

De Majah kep pickin .an naggin at Mis-tu- h
Jo ebcry chanst he got, until tit iast

Mistuh Jo got mad an begin layin fob
him, Jin wen Mistuh Jo laid fob a man
dat man had betteh git an axident insur-
ance.

Bimeby wc all went back tub Cuipepah
Coahthouse agin, ez de Ahmy ob de Po-tomi- ck

wuz in de habit ob doin ebcry
change eib dc moon, an de flip Majah he
begin skyfuxin round dem same rebel gals
agin.

One day me an Mistuh Jo wuz piroutin
round de country look in fob sum fin tub
sorter pad out ouah hardtack an pork, an
we dun cum acrost a setlin-hen- 's nest
from which de hen seem tub hah eloped
gone off wid a handsomer rooster, an lef
de aigs tub de cold mercies ob an un-feel- in

world. I found dem fust by steppin
on one, when de whole air wuz perambu-
lated wid a smell dat most loosened my
teef.

"Hold on, Snowball. Be kecrful. Ged-d- er

ali dem up an put dem in my haver
sack," sez Mistuh Jo. "Dey's jist de ting
I've done bin lookin fob."

"What enny man wood want wid aigs so
game dat dey'd spile soap-greas- e I cood-e- nt

fob de iife ob me make out. But I
knowed dat ldc betteh do ez Mistuh Jo
ordched, so I geddered up de aigs an
handed de haversack tub Mistuh Jo.

He put de strap tiber his shoulder an
santered back tub camp, goin right by
whar dc Majah wuz promenadin wid de
secesh gals. De moment ele Majah sees
him he wants tub show off his authority
befo de she seccshers.

"Heah, you rascal," sezzee; "cum heah,
dis minnit."

Mistuh Jo he walked up ez humble an
pcrlite ez cood be an saiooted.

"Whar you bin?" axed de Majah, very
haughty an cross.

"Out in de country, lookin fob sumfin
tub cat," sez Mistuh Jo.

"So I sposed. you ruffian. Bin robbin
dc honest people ob deir property. What
you got in dat haversack? '

"Only a dozen or so ob fresh aigs,'.' sez
Mistuh Jo, very meekly.

"Well, you pillagin' thicvin villain," sez
de Majah, makin a great show ob mad-
ness befoh de gals,"lle' learn you a lesson
bout going round do country robbin hens'
nests. He gib yottiii dose dat you won't
forgit fob awhile, Ptell you. Gib me dat
haversack. Heah, ( Snowball, you black
imp. take dat up tub my tent an toil
Meshack tub fry dem wid dat ham I got
from de sutler fob euppeh fob myself an
dese ladies. Sargint ob-d- e Gyarel, take
dis robber tub de gyard-hous- e an put him
on bread tin wateiu Buck an gag him ef
he makes dc Jeastr move or sez a word.
Leddies, I hab derrhonor luh invite you
tub suppeh in niy;tent. Wid de addition
of dese fresh country aigs I kin offer you a
meal dat will be --wurf settin down tub,
dough not de banquet you deserve."

"O, Majah," deyigiggicd, "we're eber so
much oblecged tuliryou fob yore invite, an
we'll accept wid thanks. You air so pcr-
lite, an we're rayly liongry. You horrid
Yankees has robbed us so dat dere's no
longer ennything fit tub .eat tub be got in
de country."

I santered ober-tur- dc Majah 's tent,
takin'keer not tub gir dtir befo do Majah
an de gals. I handed de haversack tub
Meshack, an gib him de Majah 's ordehs.

"Yes, Meshack," called out de Majah
from de front tent, "I want you tub be
kecrful an fry dem aigs very nicely, fob
wc hab some charm in young leddies fob
suppeh. Do yourself an me credit."

Jcs den Meshack let one ob de aigs
slip an fall.

"Fob de Lawd's lub, what's de matter
wid dat aig?' sez Meshack, as do smell
riz dc fly ob de tent.

"Majah, ' I beared one ob de gals say,
"Ime afeared you habbent pitched your
tent jest right. De air ain't at all good
heah."

I gib M'eshack's
dropped de whole
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beautifully
jtmericitn

made, full size Watelt.
It 13 K"'irtmtecd by the
manufacturer to keep

AmmfiyrteJ
Chain and C'linritirecx
! ciery tvettch, inakint;

complete outfit cither to
ietot for nreicnl.

FREE CAMERA
Complete with all ma

Wtols. TIio ICnrchii
Cainursi takes a picture
sx3 in lies. It uses rcj;u-Ii- r

class plates. Tlieout
dt consists of ox Dy
rlattt, I Package Hypo, Inevilofing Tray, i Pack-ag- e

J)evel'er, Package
Oliver i i,it jjirec-Iten- f,

r Joinug Tray, iPackage Ftxing Ponder,
I Package Jiuby Paper.
All the above outfit com-
plete with Tim KiircKii

Camera, FriM. for a few moments' pleasant cxeulsc
anion;; jour friends and neighbors.

RINGS FREE.
At large expense, as to design

and machinery, wc hac had one of
the largest manufacturers In the United

States make lor us, cxterts
pronounce to be the most beauti-
ful all KOtll ring yet produced.
It is a cress I etween tlicVlfTnny
and Helvhcr pattern. It is set
with a &iioprnI niaiitoiid
a ttautt fully sciutiilativg stent.
Tliese Moiii'tful JllaniotutH
are frcnuemlv orn bv the ex.

tremely wealthy peop'e to fill in dilferent designs and pat-
terns. Many tliese wealthy ladies wear eis-l- or ten
stone rings at a time. There may be tw o or three cer.u
ine ditmonds, the balance will be Senegal I)la
lliDMlN. Put they f assfor the genuine. Il.e cold in
thii rinj; Is duplex laid end all sold. Will uear a lltctime.

How .to Get These Prizes.
We wish to Introduce our desirable Premier Per-ftiuio- ry

into ci cry household and family in the I'nited
States, where it is et unknown; WcwillgiveoHf ofthese
beautiful and useful frizes, as above, to anyone who
will sell form 18 package of oiir IVatural. 5:tKtlitc
and I'raKi'ailt lrcinicr Perfumer. Send us
j'ourniime and address aird we wl'l at once deliver to ou
free 3 twekaces of our desirable Premier Pcrriinie-ry-.

Vou can easily dispsscof these by a few mi inents"
eifort amonp yo'ir near neighbors and Irlends. You pet
io tents forcich nackatre.. Alter vou haxedisnosed of the
18 packages you will have & 1 T Inch will telong to
us. You scud this to U3 either liy I'ost-OlTic- e or Etpress
Money Order, silver or stamps, and the same day we re-
ceive ft from vo-- i 7tr immediately send jou whichever one
uiurcauovc -- iniB jou mavseicct neatly packed in a
Jkjx, all charges prepaid a Howard for jour valua-
ble assistance in Introducing ouc Pcrfumrry with jxur
liest friends. Wc want tliem to know all alwiit our Per-Tuiner- y.

We believe aftrr they once line bouj;ht it
they will continue to do sol and we can well afford to give
you ttiCHo valuable vrlze to accomplish this end.
We trust jou with the IB aelaj;es of Perfumery.

us no money till joirhave-sol- d it. Write to dav ami
pet the Perfumery by next: deliwrj'. Premier Per--
imery;o.,l7i wasiiwctotr street, JJoston, Mass.

I (The aboi-- Company will do as they agree.)
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WIDOWS
of, pensioners (and other widows

entitled) can, by placing their
claims with us immediately
upon the death of their hus-
bands, secure prompt and per-

sonal attention, with the probability
of success. All classes of claims
prosecuted.

TABER & WHITMAN CO.,
Pension Atty's.. Warder BuIId'g, Washington, D.

Mention The National Tribune,
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Ayer's
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"I have sold Ayer's Hair Vigor for the past thirteen years and have
known of no case where it has failed to give satisfaction. I sell more
of it than of any like preparation."

J. P. BRISCOE, Harrison, Ark.
"For five years I have been selling Ayer's Hair Vigor under a

positive guaranty that it would produce hair on a bald head and restore
gray hair to its natural color. I have not had one bottle returned,
nor has there been a iinglc case where the dressing was used that it
did not do all that was claimed for it."

II. M. ACUFF, Elba, Va.

i For some years my hair had been coming out. It had become - Kn
rcry dry, and my scalp was covered with dandruff. I have applied S -- A "if,
Ayer's Hair Vigor regularly for some weeks now, and I could hardly i- - . y
trust mv senses when I first found that a new frowth of hair fond ."r
started. It is much thicker than formerly and of good color. The
dandruff has disappeared, and my scalp seems to be in a perfectly
Healthy condition." Miss R. WRIGHT, Perth, Ont.

"Sometime ago my head became full of dandruff, which caused
mc great annoyance ; after a time the hair began to fall out. The
use of Ayer's Hair Vigor stopped the hair from falling and made the
scalp clean and healthy."

Mrs. C. M. AYRES, Mount Airy, Ga.

kep

think there is no toilet article in the world so good i, Ayer's Hair Vigor. arn fifty-tnrc- e yrs cl.l. anJ my ha.r would....... v..,UL.u. l!ic UiCUl u.c v,gor; utit tnc of hasapplication dicvr,g preserved iw color and... &'"" Mk5. vv. h iarvk ntrrr, i;u
"After five years' ie of Ayer', Flair Vigor, can cheerfully recommend it as dairablc toilet artirlc. Tt keep? the hair softflnil glossy and help:, it to retain it natural color.' Ont.

For about five years my ha.r kept falling out, until I was almost bald. Some New Hampshire friend? asker! me to tryAycr .la.r V.gor, ?nd insisted on for me. used it during that sunvner and fall, and found that new growth of hairhad started.
WIS,U

continued to use steadily for about four months, and at the end of that time had as good head of half as one
HOWARD MELVIN, Carlisle, Mass.

am "'ith AyfS When T noticed that my hair was getting thin commenced to use the Vigor,twtn the result that the hair not only to come out, but new growth of hair started. It certainly is an excellent tonic."

Ygub eu&eest selis Ayes

Goshen, dc perfumery dat riz pulled de
tent-stak- es up by de roots an tipped
oher de cook-stov- e. Meshack he done
fainted, and heard de gals say as dey
run outen de lent:

"You nasty, mean Yankee, dis is some
trick ob yours tub insult us. We did not
cum heah tub be insulted hy low-dow- n

Hessian hirciin, who is no gentleman.
Wait till father its hold oh you."

De Majah had tub bum his tent an ail
de cook things tub git rid ok de per-tumnac- ity

ob de odoriferousness.
SinokplftSH Powder.

H'asiijigion Star.
"Smokeless powder is to great extent
matter of the future," explained an ord

nnnce expert to Star reporter. "There is
no doubt that il will come some time, but
so far there has been no complete success
in thai line Nearly all countries are
work on it, and the best ch'emi Is ore giv
ing it attention. rH'.e resull so far is three
or four comhinations of nilric e'eid and
glycerine or nitro-glycnrin- e, hut they are
not entirely smokeless. Of course, they
aro all an improvement on the fash-
ioned black or eharcodl powder, which got
its explosive power from nitrate of potash,
as far as strength is concerned, hut so is
the brown powder, which is nearly smoke-
less There has been powder on the
market for oer five years which is known
as nitro powder It is known also as
smokeless powder, and, as far as sporting
uses are concernc1, has almost entirely
supplanted black powder. It is murh
stronger powder, one half of the quantity
doing tho work of Mack powder when
made up into cartridges. It costs slightly
mor", but there is no reason why it should,
except that it is novelty. It has re
ceived the indorsement of all of th" best
sportsmen, and for all practical purposes
is smokeless as much as anv powder, but.
as said before, is not entirely so. During
the several days when our army was ae
lirilly engaged in warfare in CuLa there
were frequent references in the news
papers to the statement that the Spaniards
were better pretjarcll than our army in
that they had an actual smokeless vow
der. This was an error in fact, and no
oliicial report has ever been made bearing

out. The Spaniards had only what we
have brown powder and there is still
some smoke discernible when il is ex-p'ode-

There have been hundreds of
formulas prepared and tested, and while
nearly all of them are an improvement on
the eharcoa' powder of former times, it is

misnomer as yet to call them smokeless
powder. Hut smokeless powder will be
fact in less than two years, but we will
not have any advantage over other na-
tions in its use, for they will he as well off
in inis particular as we win oe. 'mere

difference in the formulas, but the base
is the same, nitre-glycerine- ."

.
Treat the Veterans Fairly.

Editor National Tribune: attended the
National Encampment at Cincinnati, and,
as usual, was disgusted wilh the general
reception the old soldier and his friends
received from the people who furnished
rooms and lodgings. They know that
rooms, beds, and lodgings will be in de-
mand, and they take decided advantage
of the circumstances, and charge ex-

orbitant rates for poor accommodations.
Is this friendship, or is it robbery?

Streamers, signs, and cards staring us in
the face wherever wo go large, attractive
letters calling your attention to the words,
"Welcome, G A R." Is it the G.A R. man
who is welcome, or the dollars and cents
that ho carries in his pocket? Thay tell
us in glowing terms how much they owe
us for the perpetuity of this grand and
noble Government, but when we balance
accounts the margin is on their side, and
wo owe them large prices per night for
lodgings.

Of course, there are many exceptions,
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CHAS. GRAVES, Broofcton, N. Y.

Has s0qs: $fGO a six tatties fas SSaQQ

The Grand Army of the Republic h?s a
great many very warm friends, who would
divide their last penny with any old sol-
dier 'in need, or gladly ease their burden;
but wc must insist on there being a limit
to these exorbitant prices.

A very large percentage of the old sr
diers are poor We are not loaded down
with money, and must make purchases
at reasonable rates or quit the business,
and that means stay at home.

If the Department Commanders present
a petition to the Commander-in-Chie- f, and
he presents it to the Citizens' Committee
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